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THE CIRCULAR, 


Je published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Terus—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay. 

Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 
wish tv become acquainted with the paper; and if 
any choose to tuke it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration ef such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order—* Discontinue.” 

SS ne em 
Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
asual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed bythose who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper, Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
eure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself. without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-=- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 


*¢ Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible 
record and the apostolic age. 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on EaRTH 

48 IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
fidel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 


‘‘ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, the works that I do shall he de also; and 
greater works than these shall he do, because I go 
unto my Father.”-—-John 14: 12. 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 


of the ILoly Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 


** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.’”’—Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

*« He will swallow up Dears in Victory.” Isaiah: 














GENERAL PLATFORM 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 
Sovereignty ot Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 


Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 


Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 


Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 


Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 


Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence, 


A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 








PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 


presenting, in connection with their History, 


a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART I—MATTERS OF FACT. 


Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarrer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuaprer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer IJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuavrer IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuapter VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IlI.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 


Criticism oF CuristENDoM. CONSTITUTIONAL CuHRIS- 
TIANITY. THE Biste on MarriaGe. Pavut’s Views 
or Marriage. Law or ApDULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cotitoquy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 





THE BEREAN, A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Churen: an octavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 

Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 

Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 

Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con_ 

densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 

evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Al; 
who wish to understand Bistt Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint th Ives 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 


at 
Oneida, N. Y. Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. Cambridge, Vt. 
HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS, 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 

APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 
PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :——Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 

GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiowr, in 
sacks--Inp1an Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases, Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 

STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 





Choice varieties. 


I Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 


Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 

on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 

recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 

munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 

CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 

at the usnal prices. 

Tuer Mixt has recently been put in good repair, 

and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 

Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 

the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

: BAKER & HALL, Millers. 

Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


W.R. INSLEE & CO., 


MACHINISTS, 
Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 








W. R.I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper. 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c &c.; and are prepared to execute orders for ma_ 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





with the contents of this book. 

THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 3, 4, 
and 5. Priee $1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} ets. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Postage. 
POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)-- 
Within this State, Out of the State, 
10 cts. per quarter, or | 19 1-2 cts. per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 
Ja Vf not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 
POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 
Bible Communism, 8 cts. prepaid. 
The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid. or 42 cts. not prepaid. 
#& Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclose to us the 
amount in government stamps. 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR. 


Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Fuith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports ot 
News. & &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. .Letit be a Community Parrr—an or- 
ganof the true-hearted every where--growing up 
in power and edification, with their growth in 


Community Press. 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE’ 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 








The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment of 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 


and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 


Ja Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 
8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 


2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to Jay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 


3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 


4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—-as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 





Central Business Agency. 


Groner Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 


Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
to intrust to him. 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Groner Cragin, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 


His acquaintance in the city, and 





Practical Communism--A Plan fer 
Employers. 


Natural, and Practicable Immediately, 


for all sorts of Business, and in the midst 
of Society as it is. 


This plan is founded on the simple proposition, te 
substitute the family relation for the system of 

hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 

slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 

ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it is 

now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 

carry on your business by taking your workmen 

into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 

tinct form of business which employs and supports 

a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 

all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 

ployer, whatever his line of business, nive with his 

men, and make them interested partnens instead of 
holding them by the mere bond of wages, and sup- 

porting their families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 

sation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and censtant con- 
sultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en? 
tire community of interests. 

8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs, 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of this 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FaMILy. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali - 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scnoo... 
3. That school, rising into the knowledge of God, 
and haying the best possible facilities for mutual crit- 
icism and religious culture, would become a cuurcn. 
Thus business would become a truly sacred institu- 
tion—the very platform of the worship of God. The 
four great interests of mankind— business, family af- 
fection, education, and religion—would join hands 
and dwell together wherever human beings have 
a home. 


A New Game for the Family Cirele. 


An evening exercise combining a pleasant propor- 
tign of diversion with intellectual and spiritual im- 
pxovement, has been found in the new 

Bible Game, 


of which the following is a description, as practised 
in the social circles of the Community : 
The persons present arrange themselves so as to 
be seated in an orderly manner about the room. 
A reader, qualified by prompt and distinct utter- 
ance, is appointed. 
A sysiem of forfeitures may be adopted for mis- 
sing. in the game; or the parties may choose sides 
and keep tally ; or there may be ‘ going above,’ asin 
a spelling class; or all these may be dispensed with, 
and the game proceed without any form of penalty. 
In conducting the game, the reader takes a ible, 
opens at random and reads a verse, requiring of the 
head of the class to name the book in which it oc- 
curs. If he succeeds the reader says Right, and 
opening again, puts out another verse to the suc- 
ceeding person. If he failsin stating the right book, 
the reader says, The neat, and the trial proceeds 
down the circle till the right book is guessed. The 
game continues in this way as long as is desirable, 
and at the cloze, the tallies of right guesses may be 
counted, if there are two sides, or individual forfei.- 
ures may be collected, if such was the plan adopted. 
The Game is capable of many variations. Instead 
of taking the whole Bible, it is better at first to con- 
fine the reading to the New Testament. One method 
consists in taking some single Book, as Matthew, for 
instance, and guessing the chapter to which any giv- 
en verse belongs. In the course of a few evenings, 
most persons are able to identify with facility, the 
chapter of any passage inthe book. Another méth- 
od is to confine the reading to some chapter, and ask 
the number of the verse. In short there is no limit 
to the variations of the exercise, until it completes 
one’s familiarity with the Bible. so that he can give 
the book, chapter, and verse ot any passage read. 
The advantages which this game combines, are 
exercise of the mind and memory, social entertain- 
ment, spiritual edification, and the rapid acquisition 
of familiar and sure acquaintance with the details 
of the Bible. The mental exercise is as good and as 
exciting as it is in chess or checkers. A good mem- 
ory and quick power of calculation are called for and 
developed; while at the same time the attention is 
directed to Bible truth, and in a way to ‘makeit 
remembered, and fix its connexions in the mind.— 
It is a faster, and also 2 more attractive way of. ob- 
taining perfect knowledge of the Bible than that used 
in common Sabbath schools ; and the objection which 
may be made that the knowledge acquired will be 
merely arithmeticsl or verbal, is found by experi- 
ence to be an entire mistake. Whoever wishes to be 
a good player, must study the connections and clas- 
sification of the passages, and must get a more com- 
prehensive view of the differences between the van- 














God. 


posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 


ous books, and the scope of each chapter, than is re- 
quired by any other method of studying the Bible 
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Council of New York city has appropriated six 
hundred thousand dollars for the erection of a 
new City Hall. It is to occupy the site of the 
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pay it. Things are continually turning out better 
than I expect, for which I thank God and take 
courage. 

We have deposited in our coal vault 20 tons of 
coal, and will furnish the Brooklyn family with 
funds to do the same when it is needed. I never 
appreciated Bro. Miller’s labors as I have of late. 
fle labored,and I am enjoying his labors, infhaving 


it easy and pleasant to do business with the com- | 


I confess my union with him 
Your brother in the 
A. Be 


munity around us. 
and the cause we serve. 
service of Christ, 





A Tribute to the Worthy. 

There isa tendency in modern Christ- 
janity to undervalue, or at least to par- 
tially lose sight of the good works and 
faithful labors of the Hebrew saints, in 
Old Testament times. With such exam- 
ples continually in mind as Christ, Paul, 
and other founders of the Christian faith, 
and considering the Mosaic dispensation 
with its mystic rites and ceremonies as 
obsolete, the mind very naturally suf- 
fers the memory of those whose names 
are interwoven with this dynasty to lose 
its freshness ; or recurs to them only as 
adherents to the old Jewish legal organi- 
gation,—now no more. Perhaps the 
radiance shed over the world by the ad- 
vent of Christ and his glorious career, 
with its still more glorious termination 
—by the life and character of the Prim- 
itive church, with their manifold sufferings 
and triumphs—may have induced in some 
degree a non-appreciation of the function 
and sterling value of the old Jewish 
heroes. 

We believe it to be the truth, that the 
world, at the present time, owes much of 
its advancement in 2very thing good, to 
the labors of the ancient Jewish nation. 
Christ and the Primitive church were con- 
stantly comforted and strengthened by the 
narration of their deeds, and of the Lord’s 
dealings with them, as related in the 
Scriptures. Christ, Paul, and the apos- 
tles made great use of the Old Testament 
writings in their various discourses ; and 
through their agency the primitive, 
generic scriptural truths come down to us 
with twofold force. What a blessing 
must the Scriptures. have been to them ! 
Were we by any means deprived of the 
New Testament, with what double value 
should we prize the Old, with its mystic 
symbols, and its once, but no longer vital 
ceremonies ! 

Our view is, that a very important 
and indispensable function—no less than 
the conquest and subjugation of the 
principality of idolatry—was performed 
by the Jewish nation under God’s ad- 
ministration, during the period subse- 
quent to the departure from Egypt, and 
antecedent to the birth of Christ. In- 
deed this seems to have been the grand 
object of the Jewish dispensation. At 
the tine when God led the Israelites out 
of Egypt, the entire world was ensbroud- 
ed in dense, impenetrable darkness.— 
The spiritual element—that which seeks 
after, and worships things invisible— 
could with difficulty stem the strong cur- 
rent of sensuous materialism, which swept 
impetuously onward toward the lake of 
fire. Everywhere was idolatry—gross, 
and earthly. Men would have some- 
thing tangible to worship, though it was 
no better than a stone or image. The 
idea of aloring an invisible God seemed 
absurd, and was cherished but by a se- 
lect few—an atom as it were, amid the 
chaotic mass of human spirits. 


Such was the spiritual condition of 
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the world when Moses led the Jews out 
of the land of bondage. But even the 
chosen people themselves, when freed 
from captivity, and at liberty to choose 
their own form of worship, were prone to 
drift with the general current, and make 
for themselves gods from wood and 
stone, like the heathen around them ; 
and were only restrained from this course 
by the direct and constant interposition 
of God, and the faithfulness of their 
leaders. This fact shows the immense 
power which idolatry held over the world 
at that time. Although the Jews were 
God’s select people,—though he had 
miraculously delivered them from their 
enemies, and showered miracles upon 
them like rain,-—yet the temptation to 
turn aside from the true God and wor- 
ship idols, was almost irresistible. Again 
and again did they lapse into idol-wor- 
ship ; even their kings and priests at 
times joined in the secession,—so nearly 
balanced and so earnest was the conflict 
between the two principalities. 

But good triumphed, and the Lord 
was at length victorious over idolatry. 
It was a protracted struggle. But a few 
centuries previous to the Christian era, 
the voices of the Jewish prophets were 
heard in thunder-tones uttering maledic- 
tions on the nation for the worship of 
idols. Yet the decisive victory seems to 
have been gained anterior to the birth 
of Christ ; for nowhere in the New Tes- 
tament, does the subject attain any such 
prominence as in the Old. The Jewish 
nation seemed to have been thoroughly 
weaned from idolatry; and this work 
was absolutely essential to the ushering 
in of the gospel dispensation. It was a 
preparatory labor, without which Christ 
in his mission must have begun where 
Moses did, which would place the present 
church back in the position occupied by 
the Primitive church at the time of 
Christ. 

This whole process of spiritual regen- 
eration bears a resemblance to the settle- 
ment of a new country. The Jews were 
the pioneers. They plunged into the 
heart of the forest, and felled large trees, 
burnt the underbrush, drained swamps, 
reclaimed morasses, and so cleared the 
land, that Christ at his coming could 
cultivate it—plant seed, and expect a 
harvest. We, in some degree, are reap- 
ing that harvest. The fruit of the ac- 
curoulated labor of both dispensations 
is ours. Should we not, then, render 
thanks to those who first cleared the land 
and made it cultivable, as well as to those 
who afterwards sowed tlie seeds for the 
harvest ? 





The Way to Contentment, 


One of the most important lessons in 
the school of Christ is contentment; and 
this the believer finds he acquires in pro- 
portion as his attractions are shifted from 
the exterior to the interior. If his at- 
tractions are chiefly through his outward 
senses—sceing, hearing, tasting, &c., the 
spirit ot the world has the advantage of 
him, and he inevitably receives an influx 
of the nervous excitement which breeds 
the discontent with which the world is 
filled. If on the other hand his spiritual 
attractions predominate, finding expres- 
sion in love to Christ, waiting on God and 
prayer, he comes into sympathy with the 
heavenly world, and is receptive to the 
peace and contentment which reigns there, 


and which no outward allurement, or dis 
tractions of any sort, can disturb. In 
this state, whatever experience he has, 
comes to him as a blessing, and he sym- 
pathizes with Paul’s saying, ‘Godliness 
with contentment is great gain.’ 

The inner attractions may be strength- 
ened and this spirit cultivated by study- 
ing the character of Christ through the 
writings of those who knew him. It is 
impossible for one to do this who has an 
affinity for good and truth, without being 
deeply attracted to him, and feeling that 
he is indeed the ‘chiefest among ten 
thousand....and altogether lovely;’ and 
that His love and fellowship is worth a 
thousand times more than that of friends 
or lovers, and all the attractions that 
this world can afford. 


Inspired State of the Affections, 

Our affections and appetites may be 
excited to action by the presence of ex- 
ternal objects, or by influences that come 
upon us from within. There are indeed 
three ways in which appetite may be cal- 
led into action. The desire of food, for 
instance, may be awakened, first, by the 
sight of food ; second, by abstinence or 
natural hunger; or, third, by an inward 
spiritual influence. The same may be 
said of all our desires. When we come 
under the discipline of the spirit of God, 
which crucifies the carnal affections, they 
become dormant, as to their former mode 
of action, and then succeeds an uncom- 
fortable feeling of want and inanity.— 
But there is a third state, in which in- 
spiration has possession of our nature, 
and affection is awakened by the spirit of 
God. This is the state we are all to at- 
tain ; not merely the crucifying of the 
flesh, but the positive infusion of life—a 
heaven-inspired activity of the affections. 


aT! 
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The Harmony of God's Works, 

‘The heavens,’ David says, ‘declare the 
glory of God ; and the firmanent show- 
eth his handiwork ;) and when the 
mind gets loose from the little circuit of 
earth which the eye surveys, and soars 
off amid these mighty handiworks of 
his, we are ready to assent to the truth of 
the Psalmist’s statement. As they lie 
still and calm before the eye, they im- 
part exalted ideas of beauty ; but when 
by the aid of science, we come to realize 
their magnitude and their velocity, we 
are led to admire tle wisdom and power 
that controls them. And it is probably 
uot uncommon to find this admiration 
too cold, and too little akin to love— 
We doubtless err in our ideas of this 
power and its application : we contrast 
it with what we see daily among us of 
the application of power by man. We 
may perhaps forget, or be slow to realize 
that the source of all power is invisible : 
not only that which gives life to the starry 
heavens, but gravitation chained to the 
water-wheel, or steam compressed m the 
boiler, the wind that bends the swelling 
sail, or the life that gives strength to the 
bone and muscle of the animal, all are 
alike hidden from our view. 

In the application of power by man to 
machinery—to the production of motion 
and revolution, we find a steady resist- 
ance to it. And it is this antagonism 
between power and inertia and atmos- 
pheric resistance, which in part, paralyzes 
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no mere machine having any inclination 
to carry out the design of the designer, 
or to move unless acted upon by an ovt- 
ward force. If we look at the system of 
worlds discovered, and reasonably imag- 
ined, with any such views as these, and 
take i.to account their size and the ra- 
pidity ot their motions, we stagger under 
the very thought of adequate power. But 
if we loosen ourselves from the fixedness 
of philosophic laws, and conceive of all 
things created as imbued with ¢he will 
and purpose of their creator, it simplifies 
our idea, and makes it more Godlike. 
And this seems to be scientifically true 
in the case of gravitation ; each particle 
of the earth having an apparent tendency 
to press into the mass. The cause of 
this tendency is not known, nor its mode 
or means of action. We might call it 
love ; for in this tendency to aggregate, 
it very much resembles it, And science 
tells us, too, that these orbs have no ob- 
struction in their motions, but evenly 
balanced in space, without friction or 
other resistance, they move quietly on in 
their appointed course, never wearying 
or growing old, nor failing in their ap- 
pointed time. 

As we look at this scene and stretch in 
vain our utmost capacity to grasp it in 
its fullness, we may imagine that this is a 
display of God’s work in its perfection, 
undimmed by evil. And if it is not scien- 
tific, it is at least beautifully poetic to 
think of it in its magnitude and in all its 
minutiz as the ‘labor ot love,’ not govern- 
ed by fixed laws, not acted upon merely, 
butacting in unison and harmony with the 
great designer. The harmonious action of 
these works of God puts a question to the 
world similar to that put by Paul to 
Agrippa, ‘Why should it be thought a 
thing incredible with you that God should 
raise the dead ?? Why should the living 
despair of life ? God has not left himself 
without witness of his great design. All 
his works declare that obedignce does not 
destroy ; but discord and disorder are 
charged with the elements of destruction ; 
the want of sympathy with the spirit of 
life, and resistance to its life-sustaining 
energies are the actiye causes of death. 
The voice of scripture is equally emphatic 
in declaring that men’s ways are diverse 
from God’s. And while it claims that 
his ways are right ways and all his ‘ paths 
are peace,’ with fearful explicitness it also 
pronounces a war upon those whose ‘ steps 
take hold on hell.’ The expression, ‘ ye 
stiff necked and uncircumcised in heart, 
and ears ; ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost ; as your fathers did, so do ye,’ has 
a far wider application than Stephen gave 
it. Not only with the Jew, but with the 
Gentile of every name, from generation 
to generation, the same steady resistance 
meets the same fatherly care. And not 
until this resistance is fully subdued 
through all the minutiz of men’s being, 
and they become actively imbued with 
the purpose of God toward them, shall we 
see the full measure of his grace made 


manifest. H. N. L. 
Verona. N. Y. 
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An Experience. 

For two or three weeks after my eon- 
fession of Christ, though the burden of 
sin and condemnation that had pressed 
so heavily upon me was removed, and | 
was comparatively free, yet my experi- 
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ence was far from being satisfactory. I 











had not that interna] evidence of my 
union with Christ that I desired, and 
which others had testified to; bringing 
with it joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
Qne day the tempter was busy with me, 
suggesting that my confession was all a 
sham, that I had not found the peace I 
sought, and the sooner I retracted it the 
better. With the spirit of the world 
pressing upon me, it was as much as I 
could do to ‘hold fast my profession ;’ 
the billows of temptation rolled over me, 
and I felt the presence of some evil power 
whispering continually in my ears, ‘give 
it up.’ Frequently during the day I re- 
peated aloud, ‘I know that I am saved 
from sin.’ Atmnight when I laid my head 
upon my pillow, all was midnight dark- 
nass to my spirit, yet I was enabled to 
eling to Christ as my last and only refuge. 
After a little time these words came to 
my mind with a power I can never forget: 
‘The eternal God is thy refuge, and un- 
derneath are the everlasting arms.’ God 
had indeed spoken to me in a way that I 
could not misunderstand—the darkness 
that enshrouded me was almost immedi- 
ately dispelled—the peace of God took 
possession of my whole being, and I felt 
truly that I was encircled in the arms of 
infinite love, and nothing should be able 
to pluck me eut of his hands. In all my 
conflicts sinee, though I have eften won- 
dered how God could justify me when 
there was so much evil to be cured, yet I 
have never doubted the genuineness of 
that my first experience, or had so much 
as a temptation to go back to the world’s 
standard of Christian character, and con- 
fess myself a sinner. BE. Y. J. 
Oneida Commune. 
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Confession of Experience. 

I was reared an Episcopalian ; and at 
an early age, was baptized into that 
church, preparatory to becoming a mem- 
ber and acomnunicant. From my in- 
fancy I was surrounded by Episcopal in- 
fluences, and taught to regard Episcopa- 
lianism as the only and true religion, and 
' that the hope of a life beyond the grave, 
lay within its portals. Is it a wonder 
then that I was blindly wedded to it, as 
the sole hope of life eternal? In my fif- 
teenth year I left home for the purpose 
of fitting myself for college. I entered 
the academy of a neighboring town, and 
here the influence was Orthodox and 
Presbyterian. They regarded me in er- 
ror as to my religious principles and 
strove tocorrect them; and by the preach- 
ing of my instructors, and teachings at 
home, I was led to examine the two 
creeds, as far as my immature judgment 
and youth would allow. I found many 
things to despise, and learned that many 
of their professors were hollow hearted ; 
worshiping God upon the Sabbath, and 
gold the remaining six days of the week. 
I felt in conscience that I could join nei- 
ther with the earnestness that I could 
wish. I read the New Testament and 
selected portions from the teachings of 
Christ, and strove to follow after them, 
independent of any sect. I had a con- 
sciousness of doing my duty, but then 
there was a void at my heart which told 
that something more was wanting—that 
IT was not on the right course, after all, 

I held on im this way till my 19th year. 
I then chaneed to be thrown into the 
‘+ midst of a Baptist revival. I could not 
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heretic and a hypocrite by their minis- 
ter, and told in open meeting that my 
views were of the devil, and that I was 
on the high road to Hell. I resented 
this, and was more than ever convinced 
that all Christians were not called of 
God, or followers of the lowly Jesus. I 
felt this more, as I had charge of the 
village school, and it had been my best 
endeavor to instil into the young minds 
under my charge, a loving fear toward 
God, and a brotherly love toward all man- 
kind. 

I commenced examining different creeds. 
I favored some of the views of the Unitari- 
ans; and the love of the Universalist I 
eagerly embraced. I strove to pick out 
what was good and true from all, and to 
cast the rest aside; but all this time I 
felt an uneasiness at heart, that told me 
I was not right. Some of the writings of 
Voltaire and Paine fell into my hands, 
and I eagerly perused them ; and being 
called a heretic for attempting to follow 
Christ, is it a wonder that I became an 
infidel ? I put conscience under foot, and 
forced myself on in this road; it was 
rugged, withal, and conscience would 
occasionally get the upper hand, I 
kept it down till about a year ago, when 
being more than ever convinced that it 
was wrong, I threw infidelity aside and 
made an effort to live with no religion at 
all. Spiritualism and Socialism became 
fora while the subject of conversation 
among my companions, and I was led to 
examine them, Clairvoyance convinced 
me of a future world; and on looking 
higher into it, I saw that there wasa 
God, and an emanation from that God 
called a Savior. I felt that I had found 
at last what 1 had so long looked for, 
but then I felt a need of a society whose 
influence was of a different grade from 
that in which I was then living. I ex- 
amined the principles of the Socialists, in 
order to find a society where I could car- 
ry Christ into daily practise. But in 
them I found no center—no rallying 
point—no object to live for except for 
pleasure : as long as she was queen, they 
were her subjects, but when her place 
was usurped by adversity, then I saw 
them seattered without a leader, and 
without a hope; they had no battle cry 
of faith—no standard around which to 
rally. 

At the request of a friend, and prompt- 
ed by a motive of curiosity, I visited the 
Wallingford Commune. Though I saw 
but little of them, and could learn scarce- 
ly nothing of their creed, yet I observed 
that they were held together by some 
bond of love, and that each one had his 
eye fixed on some point to which he was 
eagerly pressing forward. I went over 
their grounds, and examined their library. 
I also heard them at their noon readings, 
and came to the conclusion that educa- 
tion was their object, and this was the 
common bond by which they were held 
together. I looked over a few numbers of 
the Circular, and observed a great deal 
said in regard to faith and Christ. De- 
termined to learn something more of 
them, I purchased a copy of Bible Com- 
munism; and at my request they loaned 
me a copy of the Berean. These I car- 
ried home and commenced reading ; and 
as I read a flood of light seemed to break 
in on me. Life appeared to me in a dif- 
ferent aspect. Christ was their standard 
bearer, and he held aloft the labarum of 
his followers, and like Constantine I seem- 
ed to see the noon-day sun, and above it 
the cross inscribed, ‘ By this, conquer.’ 
I read, and believed, and was fully per- 
suaded that their faith and their works 
were from God. But the question arose 
with me: Could I join them ? Could I 
give up all for Christ ? 
arch-enemy whispered, No. But I asked 
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from him I saw earthly goods as but 
dross, and that I could sacrifice all 
things for him. Their value. was depre- 
ciated and I found the more I took hold 
on life eternal, so much the more the 
world sunk beneath me. And I have a 
faith that he recognises me as a loyal 
subject to him. I confess him as my 
Savior from sin and do press forward to 
the mark of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. J. B. FRissie. 
Marion, Conn., Sept. 6, 1854. 


(Thanks to the friend who sends us a copy of the following :] 
The Alpine Cross. 

BY JAMES T. FIELDS. 
Benighted, once, where Alpine storms 
Have buried hosts of martial forms ; 
Halting with fear, benumbed with cold, 
While swift the avalanches rolled, 
Shouted our guide, with quivering breath. 
‘The path is lost ! To move is death ! 





The savage snow cliffs seemed to frown ; 
The howling winds came fiercely down ; 
Shrouded in such a dismal scene, 

No mortal aid, whereon to lean! 

Think you what music ’twas to hear: 
‘I see the Cross! Our way is clear!’ 


We look! and there amid the snows, 
A simple cross of wood uprose ! 
Firm, in the tempest’s awfui wrath, 
It stood to guide the traveler’s path, 
And point to where the valley lies, 
Serene, beneath the summer skies. 


One dear companion of that night 
Has passed away from mortal sight! 
He reached his room to droop and fade, 
And sleep beneath his native glade. 
But as his fluttering hand I took, 
Before he gave his farewell look, 
He whispered from his bed of pain, — 
‘The Alpine Cross, I see again !’ 
Then, smiling, sank to helpless rest, 
Upon his weeping mother’s breast. 
Married Missionaries. 

An article appears in the Independent this week, 
entitled ‘Death in Missionary Families, with 
which we are somewhat struck. It relates to the 
death of two female missionaries, one a Mrs. Wil- 
liams, whose station was at Mosul on the banks 
of the Tigris, and the other a Mrs. Nutting, sta- 
tioned at Aintab in Syria. We thought merely 
to allude at first to the circumstances of their ca- 
reer, and make a remark which occurred to us, 
but concluded to insert the substance of the ac- 
count, as a glimpse at missionary-land, which our 
readers may be interested to get. Omitting an 
introductory paragraph, the following commences 
with the story of Mrs. Williams: 

For the first, second, and third summer 
after her arrival at that distant station on the 
Tigris, Mrs. Williams had endured thie scorching 
climate better than many of her friends had 
feared. The long and perilous journey from 
Beirut to Mosul once over, she had reached 
her own home, the appointed place of her labors 
and her hopes in this life; and the reports 
which came to us encouraged us to believe that 
her constitution was adapting itself to the eli- 
mate. But at the begining of the fourth sum- 
mer, it was evident that the only hope for her 
life was in some change of climate for the 
season ; and a journey over the mountains to 
Orroomiah was resolved upon, the relations 
between the Assyrian and Nestorian Missions 
being such that a frequent interchange of visits 
is important in reference to the prosecution of 
their common work. Accordingly Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams, with their three enildren—the 
youngest only some four months old—left Mosul 
early in June, accompanied by Dr. Lobdell. 
At Ravendoos, far up in the mountains, they 
were to meet some brother of the Nestorian 
Mission, and from that point Dr. Lobdell was 
to return to Mosul. 

The road (orto speak more exactly, the 
rowle) which they traveled stretches for three 
day$, as distances are there measured, across 
the great plain or Assyria, to Akkra, at the 
base of the Kurdish mountains. At that sea- 
son of the year, as we can testify from some 
experience of our own, the heat on the plain, 
though less intense than it is in the months of 
July and August, is fiereer and more continuous 
than any thing which is experienced in this 
climate. From Akkra, travelers toward Persia 
aseend immediately by steep and rugged paths 
into the mountains, where breezes that have 
cooled themselves on snowy heights bring com- 
fert and refreshment on their wings. Mrs. 
Williams had been so much enfeebled by the 
journey from Mosul over the sultry plain, that 
it was found impossible for her to proceed far 
beyond Akkra. How far they proceeded we 
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have not ascertained; though, if, we are not 





misinformed, they made the attempt and ye” 
turned. More than ten days they remained 
at Akkra—the missionary’s care and sorrow 
divided between his wife, who was failing da 
by day, and his children, who had been attacked 
by ophthalmia. At last, when it had become 
manifest that she must die, and there was op) 
a faint hope that perhaps she might be permit. 
ted to die in her own home at Mosul, she was 
placed in a litter, and they began their slow 
and sorrowing march across the plain. They 
had measured less than one third of the dis. 
tance, when the sufferer entcred into rest,— 
She expired in her litter, on the great Assyrian 
plain, about forty miles east from Mosul. 

Mrs. Williams resided, before her marriage, 
at Rome, in Oneida county. Her husband, 
brother of the well-known missionary in China, 
is a native of Utica. 

The decease of Mrs. Williams must haye 
been not far from the first of July. Nine 
days afterward, before intelligence could haye 
reached Aintab, the missionaries there were 
mourning the sudden death of a young wife and 
mother. 

Mrs. Sarah Hodges Nutting, wife of Rey. 
George B. Nutting, was one of the little com. 
pany that sailed from Boston in the ‘*Mimosa,” 
in February, 1853. Having been detained 
for some time at Beirut by a threatening jj]. 
ness—from whieh, by the blessing of God op 
the skill and care of Dr. De Forest, she wag 
restored to more than her former health—gr. 
rived with her husband at Aintab, the place of 
their destination, late in the spring of 1853,— 
What sort of a missionary she was, and how 
bright were the hopes that are extinguished jn 
her death, can hardly be told without givip 
more particulars than can be included in a no- 
tice like this. It must suffice to say, that en. 
tering immediately upon the study of the Turk- 
ish language, she was soon able to use that 
strange tongue as a medium of instruction. — 
By the sweetness and attractiveness of her 
character, not less than by her manifest intel. 
lectual superiority, she acquired a wide influ- 
ence both among the native Protestant women 
and among those of the old Armenian commu. 
nity. Neglecting no domestic care or duty, 
she was diligent to make all her opportunities 
of intercourse with her benighted sisters sub- 
servient to their welfare, visiting them from 
house to house, and receiving their visits in re- 
turn. ‘he report from Aintab to the annual 
meeting of the Armenian Mission, in April 
last—-see the Missionary Herald for the cur- 
rent month —tells us that then she had already 
taught for six months a school of twenty girls. 
That one year (or a little more) of missionary 
labor at Aintab, was at once the most labori- 
- and the happiest of her short but beautiful 

e. 

On Saturday, the 19th of August, her moth- 
er at Geneva, received a letter from Mr. Nut- 
ting, written on the fourth of July, announcing 
in the most cheerful terms that on that day 
she had become the happy mother of a daugh- 
ter. The next Saturday—so regular is now the 
conveyance of letters from the most distant re- 
gions of the world—brought the intelligence of 
her death and burial. Her funeral, on Monday, 
the 10th of July, was attended by a far greater 
concourse than that which usually fills the 
Protestant place of worship. ‘I'wo hymns were 
sung in ‘Turkish, which she herself had trans- 
lated from the English, and the translation of 
which was almost her latest work on earth.— 
The first was that favorite song from the pen 
of John Newton, 

* One there is above all others.’ 
The other was that sacred psalm of New Tes- 
tament praise, first versified by Watts: 
‘Behold, what wondrous grace !’ 
The text from which Mr. Schneider preached 
to that great audience was, ‘ Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord.’ Many there were 
among the hearers who might say, 

‘ She taught us how to live, and (oh Ltoo high 

The price of knowledge! ) tanght us how to die.’ 

[The point which struck us in reading this sad 
relation, was the incompatibility of the mission- 
ary and the mother. Mrs. Williams, we suppose, 
in addition to all her labors and hardships during 
the three or four years of her missionary life, had 
three children. To have three children in twice 
that time, is all that a woman in the most easy, 
gentle circumstances, could well afford. We can- 
not help thinking that she was allowed to un 
dertake too much in being a missionary and & 
mother at the same time. Mrs. Nutting was § 
martyr, also, to maternity. It is evident that 
Christ and Paul practised the true missionary 
policy, in abstaining from marriage. ] 





Letters Received. 

J. J. Franks; F. Wingate ; E. G. Hawley, 23 
J. L. Whiting; C. Hamilton; R. Graham ; 
A. Scribner; E. Brinley; M. A. Sibley; G. W 
Bradley ; L. Holister; R. Smith. 
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